March 19, 2021

It means you have such a robust
economy that you are drawing people
back in.

The crisis we live in today is so many
Americans, particularly female work-
ers, are now out of the labor force, with
almost no intention of coming back in.
What is devastating about that is we
just passed legislation here that will
reinforce the incentive not to come
back in. Because, instead of designing
the Democrat’s $1.9 trillion spending
bill saying, We are going to
incentivize; we are going to help you;
you can keep some of this money; and
we are going to incentivize an em-
ployer to hire you, building that type
of economy. It is, Here is something;
you can have it if you work; you can
have it if you just choose to stay home.
There is no incentive there to come
back into the labor market.

And why is this so darn important?
Why do I fixate on this?

Post-tax reform, if you actually
looked at the changes in revenues—re-
member, we had the second and third
highest, adjusted for inflation, tax re-
ceipts in U.S. history post-tax reform,
post the lower rates. It is because the
economy, the pie, got so much bigger.
But what was so special about that is
the trust funds that so many of us had
worked on, that—we were really wor-
ried how fast the Medicare trust fund
was collapsing, the Social Security
trust fund was collapsing. The actu-
arial life of them popped, it got longer.
It is because we had so many more
workers who were paying into it.

Remember, we have a pay-as-you-go
system. When you hear the words
“trust fund,” there is really very little
cash in those trust funds.

If you care about protecting Social
Security, if you care about protecting
Medicare, if you care about society and
these promises we have made, you
would think the economics, the policy
we are adopting here, are about maxi-
mizing opportunity employment, not
trying to patch over pain that we are
suffering right now in a way that
makes the next day painful again.

So the last thing—and it actually
does tie in. I am going to personalize
this a little bit. I am blessed to live in
a community where my school is open.

The greatest gift that has ever been
given to me in my life, and my wife, is
we have a little girl. Many know we
struggled for years, and we were able
to adopt a little girl. She is the great-
est joy you can imagine.

She is in higher education now. She
is in kindergarten. And this summer,
for her first month—this is back in Au-
gust—she had to sit at home behind a
little laptop doing Zoom class, as a
kindergartner. At that time she was
4%4. She tested in early.

And she was miserable. I had a little
girl—I didn’t know this could happen,
that a child that young could be de-
pressed. She was miserable.

“Daddy, can I go to Washington with
you?”’

“Daddy, can I go to work with you?”’
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“Daddy, don’t make me sit behind
the computer.”

“Daddy, I don’t like this.”

And then after about 3% weeks, the
school district actually followed the
science. Not the politics; they followed
the science. Not the teachers’ union;
they followed the science. They started
letting the little people into school.
They took the proper precautions, and
my little girl wears a mask and they
sterilize their hands. They follow ra-
tional precautions.

Within just days, it is like I had a
different little girl. She was joyful. She
was happy. She announced she had a
boyfriend. Daddy is not happy about
that.

If that is my personal experience,
what have we done to our society?
What have we done to the next genera-
tion?

I came here last week and did a series
of presentations of what we have done
to individual future earning power,
particularly the categories we just
talked about, the working poor, their
future earnings, their future income.
We have crushed them, because today’s
success builds on the next. What hap-
pens when you take an entire year
away from so many people’s career
paths, from building their base?

Now, this is international, but we
came across this; it is a sense of well-
being of young people and older people
from around the world.

We all saw that article from about a
month ago about Las Vegas County
and the number of suicides of children.
And this one, when you look at it, it is
our kids. We have devastated our kids.

My fear is we are going to spend dec-
ades making up for the schools being
closed, the access to nutrition, the ac-
cess to counseling, and the access to
just human relationships. Why would
we ever allow our public policy to do
this sort of violence to the health and
well-being and psyche of the children
that we claim we care about, because
the teachers’ union has a different
agenda?

I hope we, as Members, and I hope
America remembers what happened
here. I also hope the next time the left
comes with a massive spending bill,
they understand how much that money
needs to go into repairing the damage
we have done to our children, to the
next generation, and being willing to
recognize that we didn’t follow the
science; we followed the politics.

Madam Speaker, I wish us all a fine
time at home. I hope now that the
world is getting healthier, we can
spend time with our constituents.
Maybe when we come back in a couple
weeks, we can still be partisan, we can
still duke it out, but we actually make
policy by rational math instead of the
wedge of politics.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-

H1609

tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 11 a.m. on Tuesday, March 23,
2021.

Thereupon (at 1 o’clock and 56 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, March
23, 2021, at 11 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-658. A letter from the General Counsel,
U.S. Government Accountability Office,
transmitting Impoundment Control Act of
1974—Release of Withheld Amounts Due to
Withdrawal of Rescission Proposals (H. Doc.
No. 117—24); to the Committee on Appropria-
tions and ordered to be printed.

EC-659. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a letter
on the approved retirement of Admiral Phil-
ip S. Davidson, United States Navy, and his
advancement to the grade of admiral on the
retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 1370(c)(1);
Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as amended by
Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); (110 Stat.
293); to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-660. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a letter
on the approved retirement of General Rob-
ert B. Abrams, United States Army, and his
advancement to the grade of general on the
retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 1370(c)(1);
Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as amended by
Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); (110 Stat.
293); to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-661. A letter from the Supervisory
Workforce Analyst, Employment and Train-
ing Administration, Department of Labor,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Strengthening Wage Protections for the
Temporary and Permanent Employment of
Certain Immigrants and Non-Immigrants in
the United States; Delay of Effective Date
[Docket No.: ETA-2020-0006] (RIN: 1205-AC00)
received March 17, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

EC-662. A letter from the Board Secretary,
Board of Governors, U.S. Postal Service,
transmitting the Board’s report on postal of-
ficers and employees who received total com-
pensation in calendar year 2020, pursuant to
39 U.S.C. 3686(c); Public Law 109-435, Sec. 506;
(120 Stat. 3236); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform.

EC-663. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for General Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting a notifica-
tion of an action on nomination and a dis-
continuation of service in acting role, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277,
Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

EC-664. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting a notification of a vacancy and des-
ignation of acting officer, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b);
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

EC-665. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting a notification of a discontinuation
of service in acting role, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform.

EC-666. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting a notification of an action on nomi-
nation, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public
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